86                                                                                 Akbar
In reminding you of your obligations, we are only repeating
what you yourself taught us times without number.
We look forward to receiving you at the court with the hon-
ours due to your status.
This was a letter drafted perhaps by a panel of Akbar's coun-
sellors. It seems the Emperor was genuinely at pains to avoid an
armed conflict with his former tutor. It is likely that Maham
Anaga and her son Adham Khan objected to the conciliatory tone
of this communication, but they were apparently in a minority.
Akbar fully realized the hazards of war with a general of Bairam
Khan's experience. The risks involved were too great to be ignor-
ed. Also, it needs to be stressed that the humanist in Akbar was a
reality that showed up invariably in a crisis. His respect for the
Khan was genuine. He wanted to save his one-time tutor the igno-
miny of a defeat on the battlefield. It was to this end that this
letter was addressed. He also wanted to leave nothing undone to
save himself the agony of having to go to war against one who
for three generations stood steadfastly by the side of the Mughal
family to protect and advance its interest.
According to Badaouni, Bairam Khan was touched at the
"open-hearted sincerity" of Akbar's appeal, and was on the verge
of announcing an unconditional surrender when a group of officers
dissuaded him from that course. He was led to believe that the
letter was a trap laid to arrest and humiliate him. The real author
of the letter, they held, was Maham Anaga who could not be
expected to spare any subterfuge to destroy the Khan once and
for all. Their scepticism struck a receptive chord within Bairam,,
and he came to the conclusion that to retrace steps at that stage
was to court disaster. He felt that the go-to-Mecca clause in the
Emperor's offer could not be the basis for an honourable settle-
ment. Further, the appointment of Bahadur Khan as Vakil (at the
instance of Maham Anaga) was, according to his advisers, a hos-
tile move that could in no way inspire confidence. In actuality,
Maham was in complete control of Government, and the Khan had
ao illusions about the intensity of her hatred for him. So he decid-
ed th$t there was no turning back. Att attempt to capture Punjab
was to be made whatever the cost. With liick> Bairam felt* fiae iinpe-
3$alblockade could be brokenthrough. Asa reply to Akbafs letter,
banded over Ms imigmia of office to the meds&iger, the